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Design Rationale 
 
This project challenges the conception of hau kāinga communities as a uniquely rural 
phenomenon, and highlights the immense potential for the revitalisation of ahi kā through the 
development of urban, suburban and periurban papakāinga. The proposition is inherently 
political: through the reoccupation of whenua Māori previously taken under Public Works, 
and through the erection of a kāinga that enhances the visibility of mana whenua in our 
cities. For members of Ngāti Toa, being able to look up at the puke and see, experience and 
feel the reinstatement of their own kāinga within their own rohe is mana-enhancing, and 
sends a powerful message to tauiwi (kātoa). The communality of papakāinga living also 
challenges our current capitalist model, evoking the pre-contact koha economy and positing 
papakāinga as a political and social tool for collective ownership and decolonisation at a 
whānau level. 
 
The design process has been undertaken through a landscape and architectural 
collaborative approach, with the resulting design drawing on kōrero from the whānau, the 
whenua, and the wider cultural landscape. The team have attempted to respond to the 
whānau history, culture and aspirations as articulated in the brief, whilst acknowledging the 
inherent tensions between designing a whānau-oriented project and the competition process 
itself. In their respective design practises, project team members advocate for an integrated 
approach to design that draws on the culture, history and aspirations of the whānau, and the 
latent qualities of the whenua. A preferred approach might involve participatory design 
techniques – such as wānanga and site-based hīkoi/kōrero – to meaningfully engage 
whānau through a co-design process. 
 
The overall site coverage is at a similar density to the surrounding suburban fabric; however 
dwellings are located closer together and more space is allocated to communal (rather than 
private) outdoor space. The focal point of the papakāinga is a large centrally-located ātea 
space and adjacent communal building. Housing is clustered around shared spaces to the 
north-west and south-east of the ātea, and all homes have been sited to take advantage of 
both the harbour views and optimum solar orientation. There is a hierarchy of spaces within 
the papakāinga – common space (centrally located ātea and communal building, for the use 
of the whole community), shared space (play area and māra kai, predominantly for the use 
of clusters of homes directly adjacent), and private space (with each dwelling having 
exclusive use of a small private yard of courtyard). 
 
Car access is from the south of the site, with a new road to be established through the 
Council-owned reserve. Parking is located at the periphery of the site, with a communal 
parking lot (including four visitor carparks, including 2 mobility access). The rationale behind 
this is to enhance safety for tamariki, minimise traffic noise within the development, and to 
encourage people to interact with each other. This also results in a reduction of hard 
surfaces, significantly reducing stormwater runoff and infrastructure costs. Pedestrian 
access is from the urupā side, with additional visitor / overflow car parking available at this 
point. An emphasis has been placed on preserving and regenerating as much native bush 
as possible, recognising the unique role of the Parai whānau as kaitiaki of this site, and their 
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role within Ngāti Toa as kaitiaki for the wider area, with soft landscape interventions at the 
edges of the site to promote connectivity with the adjacent urupā and surrounding ngāhere.  
 
The ātea space at the centre of the papakāinga provides a focal point for community life, a 
place for arrival, and a space of connectivity between the two housing clusters to the 
north-west and south-east, the urupā to the north-east, and the carpark to the south-west. A 
communal building is situated on the edge of the ātea, providing a space for informal 
gatherings, with the capacity to spill out onto the ātea for larger events. Additionally, this 
building can be used for the initial preparation of kai grown in the māra and kai moana 
gathered from the harbour to cater for whānau/hapū events at Takapūwāhia Marae. A 
separately accessible room provides space for the storage of shared tools, gardening 
equipment, and sports equipment. 
 
Papakāinga housing has been designed to provide for maximum flexibility. Three typologies 
have been developed to respond whānau needs at various stages of life. As the papakāinga 
will be owned by the Parai family as a collective, there is the ability for individual whānau 
units to move around the papakāinga as their needs change over time. This includes  4 x 
3-bed double-storey duplex and  4 x 2-bed single-storey duplex for small young families and 
older adult households without children at home, 4 x 2-bed single-storey duplex kaumātua 
units with vehicle access and located in close proximity to the car park, and  4 x 5-bed 
single-storey large whānau homes. 
 
To the north-west, the adult households and kaumātua units are arranged around a māra 
kai. The māra is a source of nourishment, supporting whānau rangatiratanga in providing for 
their own needs. The raised garden beds have been arranged in a pātiki pattern, a literal 
reference to the yellow-belly and sand flounder that can be found in Porirua Harbour, and a 
symbol of abundance and favourable times. Re-establishing food sources references the 
Parai whānau history of resilience, interdependence and self-sufficiency, and their ability to 
pull together and utilise their surrounding natural resources even in times of difficulty. 
 
To the south-east, the large whānau homes are clustered around a grassy play area, which 
is large enough for small children to play informal games. Kitchen/living areas in the large 
whānau homes have been oriented to overlook the central play area to enable passive 
surveillance of tamariki whilst preparing kai. It is anticipated that older children will play at 
Rangituhi Park, located 1km away, and that rangatahi will be able to utilise the playing fields 
at Elsdon Park, located 1.5km from the papakāinga. Each home has a small private 
courtyard, which has been oriented towards the harbour to take advantage of the 
spectacular views. 
 
 
  


